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Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit, ecumenical Christian housing ministry.  We work in partnership with God’s people who need simple, decent housing.  Through the Habitat program, hard-working families are able to purchase their own homes at cost on an interest-free (0%), 20-year mortgage.  In the Habitat ministry, we pattern and practice Christian love by serving our neighbors.
Thank you for volunteering for Habitat for Humanity.  We appreciate your willingness to work in partnership with our prospective homeowners and with other volunteers.  We are providing this information to you in order to make your volunteer experience with Habitat smoother and more productive.  Keep this sheet for reference.

Contacts
Your Habitat office contact is Robin Wintringham (222-8191 office, habitat1@netzero.net email.)   
The Habitat Construction Supervisor is Roger Scarlett.
Schedule

We will make every effort to satisfy your requests with regard to work assignment and availability.  If you are unable to work at your scheduled time, please notify your group volunteer coordinator or the Habitat office.
Parking

Parking is available and limited on the job site.  Please carpool whenever possible.
Hospitality
Snacks and drinks are available on most work days.  Water is always available.
Weather

With all construction projects, weather is an unpredictable unknown.  If the weather is iffy, call the Worksite Information Line at 226-3556, ext. 7777.  We will update this line in plenty of time for your assigned shift.  Note that this line will not afford you the opportunity to leave a message- it is for outgoing messages only.
Site Maintenance
Clean up after yourself.  Place all trash in trash receptacles on the job site.  Do not throw empty cans or bottles on the ground.  Refrain from smoking, chewing tobacco, using drugs, or drinking alcohol on the job site.  Please note that if you show any signs of intoxication, you will not be allowed to work on the site.
Neighborhood

You will see families going about their everyday lives while you are volunteering.  Show respect toward them and their property.
Waivers
All volunteers must execute liability waivers.  We must have your waiver form before you work.  Those ages 16 and 17 must have different waivers signed by their parents or legal guardians.
Dress

Dress in attire suitable for construction work.  Suggestions include: work pants or jeans (shorts if it is hot); closed- toed or steel-toed shoes or boots; hat if it is sunny, safety glasses if desired.  We also suggest sunscreen for skin protection.  Clothes should not be so baggy as to create a safety hazard.  Sandals, bare feet, short shorts, skimpy tops, and tops with inappropriate or off-color messages should stay at home.  Please leave your pets and children at home as well.
First Aid

There is a first aid kit in the construction trailer.  We often have first aid volunteers on site to assist in the event of minor injuries.  For other injuries we will call 911.

Tools

Please bring a framing hammer and nail apron with you, unless you already know that your assigned task will not require them (i.e. painting).  Trim hammers are not sufficiently weighted to drive framing nails.  We do not use pneumatic nailers (air guns), so do not bring a nail gun in lieu of a hammer.  
Nametags

Each project volunteer will wear a nametag.  Be sure to call each other by our first names and make new acquaintances and friends.  

Financial Support

House construction expenses will total ~$45,000.  All participating groups are asked to make a contribution toward this total amount.  Individual gifts are both welcome and appreciated.

Site Check In

Arrive early. Check in and sign waivers as needed.  HFH staff and/or core crew will conduct a task description and safety orientation before starting work, so be on time.  Tardy volunteers sabotage the schedule, so be on time.
Age Restrictions

All job site volunteers must be 16 years of age or older.  No one under 18 years of age can operate machinery, climb ladders, or be on the roof.  This is a Habitat for Humanity International guideline confirmed by federal legislation.  Your child’s safety is our highest concern.
How We Build

In construction as in life, there are many ways to achieve the same end result.  We are aware of this, and often explore suggested changes that come from our volunteers.  During this project, however, we must ask that you execute assigned tasks in the Habitat way.  Site supervisors will be on hand to offer instruction each step of the way.  Likewise, materials were purchased to accommodate the Habitat style of construction- any deviations might result in wasted materials and increased costs.  Enjoy working in the volunteer- friendly, much-tested Habitat way.

Directions

To get to Elm Street, follow North Park Avenue from Glen Raven Road to Brooklyn Street; turn left onto Brooklyn.  Take the first left onto Elm Street; 1616 Elm Street is the first lot on the left.

To get to Ben Court, follow Main Street south in Graham from the courthouse toward the interstate.  Turn right onto West Gilbreath Street.  Follow West Gilbreath one block past Enfield and turn left onto Ben Court.
Dedication    
Plan to attend the dedication service when we finish the house.  God’s goodness will amaze you!
Habitat For Humanity of Alamance County NC, Inc.


